Wedding Ceremony #2

[Processional]..ask people to stand for the bride

Gil:  Who gives this woman away in holy matrimony? 

...ask the audience to sit

name, mother of the groom, and name, mother of the bride, will now light the candles that will represent the life of two families coming together.
Gil:  Friends, names of bride and groom have invited us here today to share in the celebration of their marriage - their wedding. We come together not to mark the start of a relationship, but to recognize a bond that already exists.

names of bride and groom, you have come here today from your varied life experiences to make public the commitment you have made, each to the other. You come to combine your two separate lives into one.

Although you will be sharing one life, never forget, you two are separate people. Cherish and affirm your differences. Love each other. Keep your commitment primary. Together you will laugh and cry, be sick and well, be happy and angry, share and grow. Love and life are always changing, always new.

If you will ensure a healthy lasting marriage, always, always value each other. Although you may disagree, remember to respect each other's feelings, needs and wants. And above all, never lose your sense of commitment  to each other, and to laughter.

The bride and groom have selected a reading that reflects their beliefs about love and marriage...

A Reading from Corinthians, Chapter 13

If I speak with human tongues and angelic as well, but do not have love, I am a noisy gong, a clanging cymbal.   If I have the gift of prophecy and , with full knowledge, comprehend all mysteries, if I have faith great enough to move mountains, but have not love, I am nothing.  If I give everything I have to feed the poor and hand over my body to be burned, but have not love, I gain nothing.

Love is patient; love is kind.  Love is not jealous, it does not put on airs, it is not snobbish.  Love is never rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not prone to anger, neither does it brood over injuries.  love does not rejoice in what is wrong but rejoices with the truth.  There is no limit to love’s forbearance, to its trust, its hope, its power to endure.

Love never fails.  This is the word of the Lord...

Intentions:  Invitation to state intentions...
Gil:  Bride, will you have this man to be your husband; to live together in the covenant of marriage? Will you love him, comfort him, honor and keep him, in sickness and in health; and, forsaking all others, be faithful to him as long as you both shall live?

Bride: I will.

Gil:  Groom, will you have this woman to be your wife; to live together in the covenant of marriage? Will you love her,comfort her, honor and keep her, in sickness and in

health; and forsaking all others, be faithful to her as long as you both shall live?

Groom:     I will.

Gil:  The bride and groom look to you, friends and family, for encouragement and support in their marriage, so after I ask the question, please respond by saying “We will”.  

Will all of you witnessing these promises do all in your power to uphold and support these two persons in their marriage? 

People:  We will.


Vows:  
Gil:   Groom, please take Bride's hand. Will you look into her eyes, and into her heart, and repeat after me?

I, Groom, take you, Bride, to be my wife.  I promise to share your joy in the good times, and to stand beside you, through all that lies ahead. I will love you and honor you all the days of my life.

Gil:  Bride, will you look into Groom's eyes, and into his heart, and repeat after me?

I, Bride, take you, Groom to be my husband. I promise to share your joy in the good times, and to stand beside you, through all that lies ahead. I will love you and honor you all the days of my life.


Ring Ceremony...get rings and hold up...
Gil: names of bride and groom, you have chosen these rings as the symbol of your marriage covenant. They are made of gold and platinum, metals that do not tarnish and are enduring. These rings represent the ties that bind you together as husband and wife. They are an endless circle representing your marriage union, which shall continue, broken only by death.

Groom, please repeat after me: 

In token and pledge of our constant faith and abiding love with this ring I marry you. 

Bride, please repeat after me: 

In token and pledge of our constant faith and abiding love with this ring I marry you. 


Reading II

Gil:

Now that  names of bride and groom have given themselves to each other by solemn vows, with the joining of hands and the giving and receiving of rings, they are truly husband and wife.

Before we conclude the ceremony, the bride and groom have selected a final reading, adapted from an Apache wedding prayer. 

Apache Wedding Prayer
Now you will feel no rain, for each of you will be shelter to the other.

Now you will feel no cold, for each of you will be warmth and shelter to the other.

Now you will feel no loneliness, for each of you will be a companion to the other.

Now you are two bodies, but there is only one life before you.

Go now to your dwelling place, to enter the days of your life together.

And may your days be good, and long upon the earth.

Lighting of the Unity Candle by the bride and groom...

I now invite the bride and groom to light the Unity Candle...

We witness before us today the gathering light of two families.  The light from these candles symbolizes the brightness and energy created when two young people move into relationship and share their love for each other.


Blessing

Gil:
You are now wed. May you always remain sweethearts and friends.

May your life together be full of kindness and understanding,

thoughtfulness and rejoicing.

May the years bring you happiness and contentment.  

May you enter into each other's sorrow by sympathy,

Into each other's joy with gladness,

Into each other's hope with faith and trust,

Into each other lives with enthusiasm and devotion.

May God in His goodness strengthen your marriage vows and fill you both with his blessings.  You are one body, one life in Christ now and forever.  Amen.

(kiss of the bride)

Friends and loved ones, I present to you the bride and groom, Mr. and Mrs. --------------.  Let us go forth and celebrate the union which we witnessed today!

