
PLANTATION LIFE
On the highest ground stood a large and handsome mansion.....the whole 

plantation, including the swamp land around it, and owned with it, covered several 

square miles. It was four miles from the settlement to the nearest neighbor ‘s house. 

There were between thirteen and fourteen hundred acres under cultivation with 

cotton, corn, and other hoed crops and two hundred hogs running at large in the 

swamp.. . . There were 135 slaves, big and little, of which 67 went to the field 

regularly.... We found in the field thirty ploughs (plows), moving together, turning 

the earth from the cotton plants, and from 30 to 40 hoers, the latter mainly women.

Frederick Law Olmsted published this account of a plantation after a 

Southern trip he made in 1856. Olmsted was a Northern journalist and 

travel writer who later became famous as the designer of Central Park in 

New York City.

A large plantation was not just cotton fields and a stately mansion at the end of a 

tree-lined road. It included many other buildings: the smokehouse, where meat 

was preserved, the hen house where poultry was raised, the barn where dairy 

cows and work animals were kept, and various buildings for storing tools.. grain., 

and other goods.  Stables sheltered purebred horses. In workshops slaves made 

barrels and horseshoes, furniture, and cloth for use on the plantation.

Some plantations included a private chapel and a school for the planter’s 

children. The kitchen was separate from the planter’s home— known as the Big 

House—so that kitchen fires would not burn down the mansion. The Big House 

often had formal gardens. Vegetables and herbs were grown in other gardens for 

use in booking and for herbal remedies.

Slave cabins were always separate from the Big House. A number of plantations 

included slave infirmaries, or hospitals and a nursery where slave infants were 

cared for.
(source:  Houghton Mifflin)


