Wedding Ceremony #1

The Opening Words 

We are gathered here today to witness and to celebrate the marriage of ……………..  Though ………………. have invited me to preside over their wedding ceremony, the words and form of the ceremony were determined by them, and express their understanding of marriage and what they wish to say to their families, to their friends, and to each other.  

We are gathered here in celebration with …………… and to share the moment when two people join together in the bonds of love, honor, respect and responsibility – into the unity that is marriage.  It will be a magical evening.

…………………, this is your day, your time, your celebration. 

Today you declare the love and commitment you have expressed to each other many times before.  

Today, each of you declares for all gathered here to see, that this other person has that special primary place in your life that can only be given to one other.  

You two have decided to make the journey through life together and to help each other make as much of it as two unique individuals can.  

Your families, who have given you love and support, are here with you.  Your friends, who have given you encouragement and friendship, are also with you.  

Each person joining you here today has their own unique role in your lives and has helped you become who you are today.  All of them support you as you continue to join your lives together into one.

For you, the families of ……………….., this is a special day in your lives as well.  You have gathered to celebrate this joyous occasion with ………………

They are accepting the responsibility of this marriage for themselves, to build together a life and tradition, while you, their families will remain important parts of their lives.  

Their marriage will bring together two families, drawing together the wisdom of many lives.

The rest of you are special friends of ………………, and you have become even more special by being here to share in this celebration. 

You have been as family with whom they have shared many experiences.  The qualities of your friendship have enriched the quality of their lives.  Now you will witness and confirm the uniqueness of their friendship and love for each other.

As both family and friends, we come together not to mark the start of a relationship, but to recognize a bond that already exists.  What greater joy is there than to see two souls join together to strengthen each other in all their endeavors, to support each other through all sorrow, and to share with each other in all gladness?  

We hope that the meaning of the vows that …………… are about to share with one another will deepen as they discover the possibilities of their life together.  This is a love which is not to be tarnished by common events, but which will flower both in deepest adversity and greatest joy.  

………………., everything in your marriage can manifest your love for one another as you let it grow with you.  We ask that the radiant power that first brought you together be with you always.  

Love is stronger than your conflicts, bigger than life’s changes, always inviting you to learn, to bloom, to expand, and grow.

Opening Prayer 

Let us pray

Divine Creator of all of this wonder, we pray that your love and your joy may flow through us and around us at this time. 

Shine your light upon …………….. so that they may give wholly to one another in total joy. 

Nourish their minds with your wisdom

Enrich their hearts with your love

Feed their souls with your peace

Bless their marriage with your presence

Give them courage and inspiration to honor the vows they make here today.

May all who gather here as witnesses support and encourage their union and be blessed and uplifted as we celebrate with them.

Amen… 

The Question of Intent 

………………, I remind you that marriage is a precious gift.  It is a lifelong dedication to love, and a daily challenge to love one another more fully and more freely.  

With this understanding, I ask you now to join hands…

……, do you take ……… to be your wife, to live together in marriage?

Do you promise to love her, comfort her, honor and keep her?

For better or worse, for richer or poorer, in sickness and health

And forsaking all others, be faithful only to her.

So long as you both shall live?  

I do

……., do you take ……….. to be your husband, to live together in marriage?

Do you promise to love him, comfort him, honor and keep him?

For better or worse, for richer or poorer, in sickness and health

And forsaking all others, be faithful only to him.

So long as you both shall live?

I do

The Vows 

…….., please look into ………s eyes and repeat after me.

I promise to…

Be Beside you each day

Encourage you to follow your dreams

Welcome your greatest achievements and comfort you throughout life’s challenges

Always treasure our time together so that our love will grow stronger each day

Create a loving home for each other and our family

To remain healthy to the best of my ability so I may spend a whole lifetime with you 

…………, please look into ………… eyes and repeat after me.

I promise to…

Be Beside you each day

Encourage you to follow your dreams

Welcome your greatest achievements and comfort you throughout life’s challenges

Always treasure our time together so that our love will grow stronger each day

Create a loving home for each other and our family

To remain healthy to the best of my ability so I may spend a whole lifetime with you 
The Ring Ceremony 


From the earliest times, the circle has been a symbol of completeness, a symbol of committed love. An unbroken and never ending circle symbolizes a commitment of love that is also never ending. The rings you give and receive this day are the symbols of the endless love into which you enter as husband and wife. As often as either of you looks at this symbol, you will be reminded of the commitment to love each other, which you have made today.

Will each of you repeat after me?

………: I give this ring in remembrance of this hour, a symbol of love that is complete, beautiful, and endless.

…………: I give this ring in remembrance of this hour, a symbol of love that is complete, beautiful, and endless.

Reading

Now you will feel no rain, for each of you will be shelter for the other.  Now you will feel no cold, for each of you will be warmth to the other.  Now there will be no loneliness, for each of you will be companion to the other.  Now you are two persons, but there is only one life before you.  


May beauty surround you both in the journey ahead and through all the years.  May happiness be your companion, and your days together be good and long upon the Earth.Treat yourselves and each other with respect, and remind yourselves often of what brought you together.  

Give the highest priority to the tenderness, gentleness, and kindness that your connection deserves.  When frustration, difficulties, and fear assail your relationship, as they threaten all relationships at one time or another, remember to focus on what is right between you, not only the part which seems wrong.  

In this way, you can ride out the storms when clouds hide the face of the sun in your lives—remembering that even if you lose sight of it for a moment, the sun is still there.  And if each of you takes responsibility for the quality of your life together, it will be marked by abundance and delight.

Closing Comments 


………………, you have now affirmed before your families and friends your love and caring for each other. 

And now, may the confidence, trust, and affection you have for each other on this day, sustain you as you go forth upon your journey of life together with its joy, its laughter, its sorrow and its pain. 

May you fulfill your personal goals with each other's help and guidance. 

May the love that you have found grow in meaning and strength everyday. 

May the challenges of your life together be met with courage and optimism. 

May life bless you with children, friends and family in a wide network of mutual support and enjoyment. 

May the spirit of love be ever a part of your so that the union we here celebrate this day be worthy of continued celebrations for all tomorrows.

The Declaration 

Family and friends, it is my honor to present to you, the newlyweds, …………….
You may now seal this marriage with a kiss.


Recession 
